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    It’s All Alien to Me

Miss Vaughn divided her creative arts class into groups 
of four. Each student was to draw a scene of what one part 
of life might be like on another planet. Later, they would 
put them on poster board.

Kathleen’s assignment was to show life inside an alien 
home. She drew the inside of the house with strange-
looking gadgets and little green pets everywhere.

Joaquin’s part was to show aliens at work. He drew a 
factory where robots were doing all the actual work and 
the aliens were just pushing buttons.

Albert’s drawing showed aliens in school, wearing 
helmets that piped facts into their heads.

Valerie’s part was to show recreation. She loved ice 
hockey, so her drawing had aliens wearing orange jerseys 
playing ice hockey on a pond. 

“Now we just have to decide which planet this should 
be,” Joaquin said as they arranged their pieces. 

Miss Vaughn came to their group of desks and looked 
at the drawings. She said, “All the planets are taken 
except for Venus and Mars. Label yours with the one that 
fits all of your drawings better out of those two.”

“What difference does it make which planet we 
choose?” Kathleen asked after Miss Vaughn left. 
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   Where in the World?

As much as Leila missed having Chloe around for their 
summer vacation, she had to admit that Chloe must be 
having a great time traveling.

Chloe’s father was working on a trade treaty between 
the United States and other countries bordering the Pacific 
Ocean. Since he would be traveling for weeks, he was 
allowed to take his family as long as he paid for them. 
Chloe and her mother would sightsee while her father 
worked. Every day Leila checked for a new e-mail from Chloe 
describing her adventures. 

Chloe had given Leila the list of countries her family 
was visiting and so far they had been to four—with Japan, 
China and New Zealand still to go. But Chloe hadn’t told 
Leila in what order they were visiting the countries. Instead, 
each time Chloe arrived in a new country she took pictures, 
attached them to an e-mail, and challenged Leila to figure 
out where she was.

This day’s e-mail didn’t have a picture, just a message: 
“We flew to a new country yesterday, but it got dark so early 
I couldn’t take any pictures outside. I’ll take some today and 
send them for you to guess what country it is.”

Leila wrote back, “Send the pictures, but I already know 
where you are.”

Later, a message came back from Chloe: “How do  
you know?”

Albert said, “The inside scenes of home, work and school 
could fit on either planet since you control the environment 
inside a building. But we have to choose the planet with the 
outdoor environment that matches Valerie’s pond scene.”

“We can’t pick Venus because it’s so close to the Sun 
that it’s too hot for ice,” Valerie said. “But there is ice on 
Mars in its polar ice caps. So let’s say this is life on Mars.”
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    Up in the Air

“I’m surprised at how hot it is here,” Rylee and Aiden’s 
father said as they settled onto a shaded picnic table.  

They were on a trip through the Western mountain states 
and had just arrived that morning in Yellowstone National 
Park. They were having lunch while waiting for the next 
eruption of Old Faithful, which a ranger said was going to be 
in about half an hour. 

“I’m afraid our hotel doesn’t have a swimming pool,” 
their mother said as she put water bottles on napkins that 
were about to blow away.  

“Maybe we could take a walk in the woods later on,” 
Rylee said. “It should be cooler in the trees.” 

Aiden was studying a map. “Look at this, there’s a trail 
from here that goes past a lot of geysers. Not right next to 
them, but close.” 

“So?” Rylee said. 
“So, we just follow that trail and we’ll cool down,”  

he said.  
“But the trail is in the direct sunlight,” she said, looking 

at the map. 
“Aren’t you forgetting the wind is blowing?” he asked. 
“Aren’t you forgetting something else?” she challenged.
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“You must be in New Zealand,” Leila wrote back. “That’s 
the only country in the Southern Hemisphere out of the 
three still on the list. It’s summer here in the Northern 
Hemisphere and the days stay light a long time, but it’s 
winter there, meaning the Sun is up for a shorter time. It’s 
due to the tilt of the Earth’s axis, which causes light to shine 
longer on one hemisphere or the other at different times of 
the year as the Earth orbits the Sun. If it got dark early at 
this time of year where you are, you couldn’t be in China or 
Japan, which are in the Northern Hemisphere.”
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   A Good Look

“I can always use extra credit,” Noah said to himself 
as his teacher Mr. O’Shea handed out a list of projects the 
students could do to improve their grades.

One of them gave a date and said: “Directly observe the 
eclipse and write a short description of the event and its 
cause.”

Later Noah was discussing it with his friends Omar and 
Marcos. 

“How does he know there’s going to be an eclipse on 
that day?” Marcos asked. 

“I think the places and dates where eclipses can be seen 
are figured out a long time before they happen,” Omar said. 
“In fact, I think the exact times are even figured out.”

Noah looked at the sheet. “It doesn’t say what time, just 
the date,” he said. “Maybe I won’t be able to do this after 
all.”

“I’m sure that you’ll find out closer to the date,” Marcos 
said. “What’s the difference?”

“For a solar eclipse, I’d have to make sure I’m not doing 
anything else at that time of the day,” Noah said. “If it’s 
during a school day, maybe I won’t get excused from class.”

“I don’t think that’s going to be a problem,” Omar said.
“Why not?” Noah asked. 
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“I’ll bet you’re thinking that because the path is so close 
to the geysers, the wind will blow a spray of water on us,” 
Rylee said.  

“Right,” he said. “That will cool us down.” 
“But the water from a geyser is hot,” she said. “The 

water under the ground gets heated to boiling by hot rocks. 
When the steam builds up enough pressure, it shoots out 
through a passageway to the surface. That’s what makes a 
geyser. The last thing we want on a hot day is to be sprayed 
with hot water.”
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    Take a Hike

The students were pleased with the weather on the day 
of their field trip. It had rained the previous day and night, 
but this morning it was only cool and cloudy as the kids 
walked to the visitors center. 

The class was learning about different ecosystems, 
and had taken a bus to a park with a meadow, a pond 
and woods. They were divided into three groups to collect 
samples and take pictures. They had walkie-talkies to keep 
in touch because cell phones didn’t work there.

One group walked down a long, steep path to Frog Pond 
with Mr. Wysor. Marcel and Tucker’s group hiked across 
to the meadow with Ms. Smith while the third group took 
on the task of studying the woods on a hillside with Mrs. 
Hammerick. 

After an hour or so, Ms. Smith’s group was finished. They 
walked back to the visitors center, but neither of the other 
groups had returned. Ms. Smith asked Marcel to check on 
them.

“We’re finished in the meadow and can leave any time. 
How are you guys doing? Over,” he said into the walkie-
talkie.

“We have our samples and are just taking the last of the 
pictures. We will start walking back in a couple of minutes. 
Over,” a voice replied.

“We’re getting samples, but it’s so foggy here the 
pictures won’t be any good. Give us another 20 minutes. 
Maybe the fog will lift. Over,” another voice responded.

“I didn’t recognize those voices. Which group needs 
more time?” Tucker asked Marcel.

“It must be a lunar eclipse, not a solar eclipse,” Omar 
said. “I’m sure Mr. O’Shea would never tell anyone to look 
directly at a solar eclipse. A solar eclipse happens when the 
Moon blocks out the Sun, but light from the Sun still shines 
around the edges and it will damage your eyes. In a lunar 
eclipse, the Earth comes between the Sun and the Moon, 
and the Earth’s shadow falls over the Moon, turning it 
darker. A lunar eclipse is safe to look at, but a solar eclipse 
isn’t. And lunar eclipses only happen at night, so you don’t 
have to worry about getting out of class to see it.”




